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In the course of the biology, studies the teacher should:—
 (1)	Give the student the fundamental ability to observe and
experiment with plants and animals and teach him to record his
observations in drawings and notes, to make collections, systemati- •
cally training the student for independent work.
 (2)	Train the student to work with text-books and to assimilate
the material covered.	/
 (3)	Teach the intelligent application of knowledge acquired in
the study of botany and zoology to agricultural practice, and the
knowledge in anatomy and physiology to the care of health and
hygiene.
Method of Study.
The study of biology in the middle school is carried but in the
following sequence: after a general elementary course in natural
history covering subjects in inorganic and organic nature and beginning
in the fifth class, separate biological sciences are introduced: Botany,
Zoology, Human Anatomy and Physiology, Fundamentals of
Darwinism.
(1)	The biology course begins with botany, that is with the
anatomical and physiological review of the plant organism and the
fundamentals of plant systematics.   The latter is presented from a
historical point of view.
Botany is taught in the fifth class and in the first half of sixth
year. The study of the fundamental physiological processes is
connected with the elucidation of the scientific principles of plant-
rearing practice. The course in Botany should help to equip the
student with agricultural knowledge and technique. The student's
attention should be directed to the local natural resources and their
utilisation (preparation by the students of medicinal raw materials
of local wild-growing, edible, fibre-, dye- and tannin-producing
plants).
(2)	The Zoology course follows the Botany and gives the funda-
mentals of natural classification of the most important animal
groups (the second half of the sixth year and the seventh year).
This course gives the comparative anatomical and physiological
material suitable for the understanding of the student and also
palaeontological and general biological material emphasising the
idea of Evolution.   For better assimilation of the ideas of the
historical development of the organic (and in particular the animal)
world, the course covers the most important animals, from this
view, which at the same time are most easily available for experi-
mental study, beginning with the simplest and finishing with the
primates.   The course in zoology throws light on a series of most
important practical problems of agriculture and husbandry, e,g.£
biological principles in the fight against parasites and agricultural

